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were born ? What reason have y on to suppose I would 
recommend you to do what is bad for you ?" 

" Why, then," said Pat, " you may be mjr better, but 
iiOrd Kilmarty is your better, and you ought not to be 
offended if I mind what lie said to me more than what 
you're telling me.'' And off Pat went, leaving Mr. 
Q'Reilly~in a rage. 

" Mark my words," said he to Dan, " that neighbour 
of yours will come to no good. I never saw good come 
of people rejecting the advice of those that are wiser 
than themselves ; he'll give offence to his lordship, and 
you'll see him turned out of his farm one of those fine 
mornings. I hope you will not be so foolish as to follow 
his example." 

" No, sir," said Dan, " but I would like to know from 
whom you heard all about Mr. Harris ?" 

" Do you think," said Mr. O'Reilly, " I am bound to 
tell you how I came by all my knowledge ? And do you 
think you could understand if I was to explain it to 
you ? It ought to be enough for you that I tell you, 
and you need not ask any more questions. But will you 
take my advice, or will you not? - ' 

" I will, sir, and thank you kindly," said Dan. 
So the two letters were written and sent, Pat's to 
Lord Kilmarty, and Dan's to Mr. Harris, and both the 
neighbours waited anxiously to see what would be the 
result of the application. 

They had only about a fortnight to wait before some- 
thing came of it, for a strange gentleman made his ap- 
pearance in the village. First they thought it was Mr. 
Dormer come to collect the rents, but it turned out to 
be some kind of surveyor or engineer, and they found 
he had been sent by Lord Kilmarty to examine what 
could be done to prevent the river from damaging their 
property again, as it had done that winter. 

Dan went up with the news to Mr. O'Reilly. " Well, 
now," said he, "are you glad you took my advice? 
Take my word Cor it you never did a better day's work 
in your Jife than when you wrote that letter to Mr. 
Harris ; if he takes you up, you are a made man ; and 
now what I would recommend you to do is, to write 
him another letter, thanking him for what he has already 
done, and asking him to be sure to speak to Lord Kil- 
marty about this next gale of rent you have to pay." 
Dan thought this very sensible advice, and he sent 
off the letter accordingly; and he thought to himself, "It 
is lucky for Pat Callaghan to come in for some of the 
benefit of the work Mr. Harris is going to get done on 
the river, but I wonder how he will be off when Mr. 
Dormer comes for the rent." 

It was not many days before Mr. Dormer himself 
arrived, and Pat and Dan went up with anxious hearts 
to settle with him. Pat had been the first to go, and 
D.m met him as he was coming away, with joy in his 
face. 

"Look here," said he, "here is the receipt for the 
last half-year's rent ; Lord Kilmarty wrote word that I 
was to be forgiven the whole of this gale. I did not 
venture to expect more than that he would forgive me 
some, and give me time for the rest." 

This gave Dan great courage going in to Mr. Dormer, 
for he thought, "If so much was done for Pat, who had no 
one to speak for him, what will be done for me who 
have Mr. Harris to back me ?" So in he went ; but he 
felt rather awkward when, after he had told his name to 
Mr. Dormer, the latter only Baid — " So, I suppose you 
are come with your rent." 

" Please your honour," said he, " this has been a very 
hard winter with us, and I was in hopes Lord Kilmarty 
■would have written to you about me." 

" Do you mean to say you have not brought the rent?" 
said Air. Dormer ; " I have got your name down on my 
list here as a very strong farmer, well able to pay; but 
there are a great many of you scheming fellows, with 
plenty of money in the savings' bank, but when you 
come to your landlord, you have nothing for him but 
excuses." 

" I am no schemer, sir," said Dan; "all the neigh- 
bours can tell you what I lost in the floods this last 
winter ; and there's my neighbour, Pat Callaghan, that 
did not lose more than me, and he has been forgiven all 
his rent ; I think it a very hard case that his lordship 
should put differences between us." 

"Iliad his lordship's directions to forgive him his 
rent," said Mr. Dormer, " and I have had no directions 
about you ; I can only go by the directions I get, and 
I advise you to have your rent ready for me next month, 
when I'll he going this way again, or else maybe it'll be 
the worse for you." 

So Dan weat away feeling very cross and vexed, and 
up he went to Mr. O'Reilly to tell him his story. Mr. 
O'Reilly was very much surprised, and he said — 

" You may be sure there is some mistake ; Mr. Harris 
must have spoken about you, and Sir. Dormer must 
have excused Pat Callaghan by mistake, instead of you. 
You had better write over again to Mr. Harris, and tell 
him the way you are in, and ask him to have the mis' 
take rectified." 

"Do you think that was the way, sir?" said Dan. 
" Well, I'll do as you bid me ; only I can't put out of 
my head what Pat says, that I can't expect Mr. Harris, 
that never saw me, to care as much for me as Lord Kil- 
marty, that knows me well." 



" Well," said Mr. O'Reilly, " there's no harm in your 
having two strings to your bow s and you may write 
another letter to Mr. Thomson, the butler, that was 
very civil to you when he was over here with his lord ; 
I dare say he'll speak a word for you to his master." 

So the two letters were sent, and Mr. O'Reilly saw no 
more of Dan for two or three weeks, until one evening 
he saw him coming np to him, with a very long face. 

"Well, Dan, I suppose you have had letters from 
England ?" 

" Sorrathe letter," said Dan : "but, instead of that, 
there's worse happened to me than ever." 
" What worse ?" said Mr. O'Reilly. 
" There's Mr. Grip, the taring villain, has seized my 
cow for poor-rates — the only cow I had left since the 
floods — and would not take any excuse or put off, bad 
luck to him ! and Pat Callaghan has had bis rates paid 
by Lord Kilmarty ; and he says it serves me right for 
not writing to his lordship himself; for, he says, his 
lordship is not a man to be led by his servants, but that 
he does what he considers right himself, and that it is 
better for me to write to him now — better late than 
never, sir, if you approve of it." 

" Indeed, I don't approve of it, Dan," said Mr. 
O'Reilly, " and I gave you my reasons betore ; it is all 
very well for your neighbour, Pat Callaghan, now; but 
you'll find, in the end, he did not betti r himself by his 
impudence in going troubling his lordship with letters." 
"Rut what am I to do, sir ?" said Dan. 
"I'll tell you," said Mr. O'Reilly, " it might be that 
his lordship would not mind his servants ; but do you 
think he'd refuse to listen to his mother ? So what we'll 
do is, we'll write a letter to the old countess; and, I 
think, Pat Callaghan won't say that she hasn't got any 
interest with her son." 

Dan liked this plan very much ; but when he came 
home, and told Pat what he had done, Pat only shook 
his head at him. 

"I thought," said he, "that to-day at last you'd 
have been b:ought to write to himself; and it is to his 
mother you are going! She may be a very good woman, 
for all 1 know; but how can she know who you are? or 
what can she care for you? And you know well that 
Lord Kilmarty both knows and would benefit you." 
Dan was vexed at this, and said — 
" You'll find, before long, you're in the wrong box. 
Expecting to get his lordship's favour, and talking dis- 
respectfully about his mother 1 To be sure she'd know 
all about me. Do you think his lordship would keep 
secrets from her? and, in course, he'd have told her 
who I was, and all about me." 

" I am not talking disrespectfully of her," said Pat, 
" but I think this, that if his lordship cared enough 
about you to be talking about you to Lis mother, he'd 
care enough about you to grant you a small petition ; 
and, what's more, I know this, that when he went away, 
he did not say, when you are in trouble write to Mr. 
Harris, or to Mr. Thomson, or write to my mother ; 
but he said, write to myself; and I'll go by what he told 
me, and not by what Mr. O'Reilly tells me." 

Well, not to make my story too long, no more came 
of this application than of the others. Dan had not his 
rent ready for Mr. Dormer when he came round again, 
and Mr. Dormer had no directions to release him ; and 
I don't know what he would have done, only that he 
had got word that Lord Kilmarty was to be back soon ; 
so he let the whole matter lie over for his lordship him- 
self to decide on. 

When his lordship came home, and after a few days 
walked down by the river, he was grieved to see things 
looking so much worse than he had left them . Pat's 
farm was beginning to come round ; but Dan's, which 
had always looked the best before, was now in great 
wretchedness. Dan came to him, and told him all his 
story — what losses he had, and how Mr. Dormer had 
pressed him for the rent, and how Mr. Grip had seized 
his cow, and how Pat Callaghan had been forgiven, and 
nothing was done for him. 

" But," said Lord Kilmarty, "Pat Callaghan wrote 
to me as I bid him, but I never had a line from you. 
I left you well off, and how was I to know you were in 
any trouble?" 

Then Dan told him how Mr. O'Reilly had advised 
him against writing to him, and had made him write to 
Mr. Harris. 

" I never had a servant of the name," said Lord Kil- 
marty. 

" But, my lord, how could I think Mr. O'Reilly could 
be mistaken ? It was he taught me to read, and only 
for him I would not have been able to read the directions 
your lordship left me, and so I thought I could not be 
wrong in following his advice now." 

" Not even when his advice was contrary to the ad- 
vice I had given you myself?" said Lord Kilmarty. 
" But what did you do when you did not hear from 
Mr. Harris?" 

" Why then, roy lord, I wrote to Mr. Thomson, the 
butler, that I got acquainted with when your lordship 
was over here before." 

" Thomson is not with me now," said Lord Kilmarty ; 
" he is with my sister, in Yorkshire, and I suppose he 
never got your letter ; and even if he had, I think you 
might have paid me the compliment to think you would 



be likely to Snd as good a friend in me as in hint. Bat; 
what next?" 

" Why then, my lord, I wrote to your lordship'* 
mother, and I hope she spoke to you for me." 

"My mother," said Lord Kilmarty, "has never 
been in Ireland in her life, and probably never 
heard your name. I see you are sorry now for 
your mistakes ; you have suffered enough by them, 
and I hope to have you set well a-going again ; but, taka 
this piece of advice in future — Whenever you can yet the 
master to listen to you, never tell your story to tlie man." 



CONVERSION OF MR. J. KENNEDY, OF 
NENAGH. 
We condense some of the most interesting reasons 
given by this persecuted gentleman for abandoning 
Rome and becoming free, as addressed to the Nenagh 
Guardian : — 

" Sib — As several false and malicious reports, con- 
cerning my reasons for leaving the Church of Rome, 
have been put into circulation, I beg leave, through 
your columns, to lay before the public a true and ac- 
curate statement of the reasons which led me to take so 
important a step. I will mention nothing but plain 
facts, and let any one of the priests who are here named 
contradict me if they can. 

"Now, I can confidently appeal to the clergy and 
townspeople of Nenagh, as to whether I ever neglected 
my religious duties ; I heard mass daily, often three 
times in one day ; I was always regular in my attend- 
ance on the ceremonies of the Church of Rome. I did 
not interfere one way or the other in the late Nenagh 
chapel differences. I believe I and two others were the 
only men in the town who, for weeks, went to the 
chapel after it was opened, and for which I was grossly 
insulted. What, then, brought about the change in my 
views? I observed in some of the printed reports, 
which I happened to read, of the controversial sermons 
preached here last year by Protestant ministers, con- 
stant reference to the Douay, or Roman Catholic Bible, 
in support of their arguments. I thought this very 
odd, and so, having recourse to a Bible approved of by 
Dr. Denvir, of Belfast, I read for myself, and to my 
great amazement soon found out many things in it 
which I knew were contrary to the Church of Rome. I 
then bought another Roman Catholic Bible, approved of 
by the present Cardinal Wiseman ; but I found they both 
agreed in being contrary to the church. 1 then went 
to confession to the Rev. Mr. Connellan, and told him 
some of my doubts, and amongst the rest, why the cup 
was not given to the laity, as commanded by our Lord? 
lie told me the church dispensed with it. I asked for 
what reason? He replied, ' To avoid inconveniences in 
giving communion to the sick.' He then gave me abso- 
lution, and I received the sacrament; but my mind not 
being satisfied, 1 still continued reading the Bible. 

" When the Jesuits were preaching in Nenagh, I paid 
great attention to their sermons. Moreover, I went to 
confession for the jubilee, and having selected the best 
confessor I heard of, I told him my doubts, and men- 
tioned that I had stood sponsor for my grandchild, the 
son of Mr. Edward Bourke, of Concoe, in the county of 
Galway, who was baptized in the Protestant Church of 
Woodford. But he only desired me to go to my last 
confessor. But I said to myself— Mr. Connellan has 
already failed to satisfy my doubts. So, some days 
after, having to go to Dublin, I went to John's-lane 
chapel and heard two masses. I saw the bishop, and 
heard his inas6. I then selected the most pious and 
talented of the priests there, and confessed to him. I 
told him my doubts, and how I could not but suspect I 
was not in the true church. I mentioned the fact of the 
Church of Rome excluding the second commandment 
from so many of her catechisms ; the taking away the 
cup from the laity ; that the Pope did not appear to me 
to be following God's commands in slaughtering his 
subjects, in order to retain temporal power. ' I think,' 
said I, ' God never ordered his church to put any one to 
death.' He then got quite angry with me, and said, 
' why should I dare to doubt respecting a church which 
had stood for eighteen centuries?' ' Mahometanism," 
I replied, ' was nearly as old, and yet an error.' He 
then asked me did I belong to Dublin or the country? 
and on my telling him to the country, he desired me to 
go and pray certain prayers, and to banish sucli thoughts 
out of my mind, and to come to confession the following 
day. I did so, and told him I could not succeed, bat 
promised to do my best. He then asked me could I not 
get my grandchild christened by a priest ? I said I 
could, as I knew my daughter would not disoblige me. 
He laid it as imperative on me to get the child chris- 
tened again, and so gave me absolution, and I got the 
sacrament. 

" I returned home and continued to read the Roman 
Catholic Bible, and I saw by it more clearly every day 
that I had been educated and was living in error. I told 
several friends of my doubts, and it was talked of 
through the town. The Rev. Mr. Nagle called on me 
on Friday, the 5th May last; and, not finding meat 
home, he said he would call again at two o'clock. I 
was accordingly sent for and waited his return. He 
came, and after the usual courtesies— and I must say he 
has in this respect advantages that many priests I know 
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do not possess — he told me be heard a report that I was 
about to abandon the church, and that he called as he 
knew it was a falsehood, and wished to contradict it. I 
replied that if he could, on good authority, show me 
anything to controvert the written Word of God, I was 
satisfied j otherwise I would abandon the Church of 
Rome. 'On what grounds?' he asked. 'It shuts oat 
of view the second commandment,' I replied, 'takes 
away the cup from the laity, and promises to make 
saints on earth, sends them up to heaven, whether God 
wills or not, and gets me and such foolish wretches as 
me to adore them, and sets up their images in places of 
worship, contrary to God's express command — Deut. 
xvi. 21, 22.' He asked me had I been speaking to any 
Protestant on the subject? I said, 'No; that I never 
beard a sermon from a Protestant, nor ever spoke on 
the subject to a minister or Scripture-reader. ' Now, 
as to relative honour,' said he, ' did you not read how 
Christ pointed to the image on the coin, and said, 
"Bender to Caesar the honor due to him.'" ' And is re- 
lative honour, therefore, to be paid tosaints?'saidI: 'no, 
on the contrary — that means, give to the world what 
belongs to the world, and to God what belongs to him.' 
He then referred to the age of the church— its miracles 
and tradition. I told him we had tradition for fairies, 
and that I would believe the written Word of God before 
all the men on earth. ' So,' said he, 'you are forsaking 
your religion on your own authority, without consulting 
any person.' 'I am,' I replied, 'on the authority of 
the written Word of God. Is it not said plainly of the 
Church of Rome in St. John's Apocalypse, xviii. 4 — 
And I heard another voice from Heaven, go out from 
her, my people, that you may not be partaker of her 
sins, and that you receive not of her plagues? and,' I 
said, ' Mr. Nagle, just look at your prayers to saints, 
and calling the Virgin Mary our life, our sweetness, 
our hope, robbing God of the honour due to him alone. 
And sure it was only the other day at Thurles that, in 
obedience to Dr. Cullen, they declared her immaculate 
conception. So they know more about her now, eigh- 
teen centuries after her death, than the Council of 
Trent 300 years ago, or the holy Fathers of the early 
church. And, Mr. Nagle, had you not some sort of a 
doll or wax figure in the chapel on Good Friday last; 
and were not the ignorant people told that every one 
who kissed it would have seven years' indulgent* ' And 
look at these catechisms out of which I have been 
taught, and not a trace to be found in them of the 
second commandment. And why was it left out, let me 
ask you? And look at this scapular book ; I will show 
yon from your own Bible that it is a glaring falsehood — 
and why do yon permit such things ? And lastly, why 
won't you let the people read the Bible for themselves ?' 
* Is it to have them all like you?' he said. ' Well, but,' 
aaid I, ' is it on the Bible that the church is laid, or is 
it not ?' He said it was, ' but, for all that, you are the 
most presumptuous man I ever knew, to leave our 
chnrch on your own single authority.' ' Well,' I said, 
' I will not go to mass nor church on Sunday next ; I 
am still open to conviction; show me anything that will 
satisfy my mind, and I will willingly stick to that 
church I was fond of." He then went away, and I con- 
tinued for some time in a woeful state, thinking of the 
many bright stars, monks and nuns, apparently of the 
purest life in the church, besides so many Protestant 
clergymen of rank and education, going to the Church 
of Rome. Then I prayed fervently to God to teach me 
the truth, and keep me from error, and going to my 
Bible I came on these passages : — ' Now the spirit 
manifestly saith, that in the last time some shall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to spirits of error and doc- 
trines of devils, speaking in hypocrisy, and having 
their conscience seared ; forbidding to marry, and to 
abstain from meats; which God hath created to be re- 
ceived with thanksgiving by the faithful, and by them 
that bave known the truth — 1 Tim. iv. 1-5.' Well, 
■thought I, one thing is clear, this can't mean the Pro- 
testant Church ; for they don't forbid to marry, nor 
prohibit the use of meats; and thus, at least according 
to the Apostle, they seem to know the truth. I read also 
in Gal. i. 8 — ' But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach a gospel to you beside that which we have 
; preaehed to you, let him be anathema.' This the apostle 
emphatically repeats in the 9th verse. And where, 
thought I, can I find with certainty the gospel which 
•the apostle preached, but in the written Word of Gud? 
and surely if I hold by that, I can't go wrong. 

" Now, I ask my townspeople to remember that I am 
not young, being now fifty-five yiars of age — that my 
family are settled in life — that I never was considered 
ambitious nor arrogant : what made me, then, expose 
myself voluntarily to insult and violence ? Nothing but 
the eternal salvation of my soul, for which I am alone 
accoun table. And if the parties who now assail me knew 
the happiness and peace of mind I now enjoy, it's not pity 
they would feel for me, but envy. 

*' They then broke nearly all the glass in the windows 
of the house I reside in, and it grieved me to see two 
Roman Catholic clergymen passing by laughing at the 
wreck. But it is well known that violence is always the 
argument they use to deter the people from seeing and 
using the light which God in his mercy bestows upon 
hem in bis word. But what pained me most of aH was, 



to see my at?ed brother, Lieut. Kennedy, shedding bitter 
tears and telling me I was going to damn my soul ; that 
the Church of England was raked on Luther, as every 
Roman Catholic is taught to believe, and as I believed 
myself for many years, though now, thank God, from 
reading his Word, I known the difference. 

" But I have also been looking a little into the history 
of the church ; and I was very much shaken by the fol- 
lowing circumstance : — The priest in John's-lane Chapel 
made me promise, before he would give me absolution, 
to have my grandchild again baptized by a priest; and 
yet he swore on the Gospels of God, at his ordination, 
that he did ' undoubtedly receive and profess all things 
delivered, defined, and declared by the sacred canons 
and general councils, and particularly by the holy Coun- 
cil of Trent.' And in the fourth canon of that very coun- 
cil it is thus decreed — • Whoever shall affirm that bap- 
tism, when administered by heretics, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, with the 
intention to do what the church does, is not true baptism, 
let him be accursed.' What will the priest in St. John's- 
lane Chapel, in the city of Dublin, say to this? 

" And then, when I came to understand all the con- 
tradictions of God's Word that the Church of Rome 
teaches and practises, what opinion could I have of the 
craft and wickedness of trying to keep me and all other 
Roman Catholics in ignorance that there are such con- 
tradictions? Then I plainly saw why no one was en- 
couraged by the priests to read even the Douay Bible, 
and some were forbidden to read it, and others told that 
it was too hard for them to understand it. though the 
mass, and prayers in Latin are not too hard. I thank 
God, from my very heart, that, after being so long with- 
out it, I at last undertook to study it. whereby I dis- 
covered how opposed it is to a great deal of what the 
church teaches ; and how the glorious tidings cf free and 
full pardon through Christ my Lord had been concealed 
from me, and how that, and the purifying influence of 
the Holy Spirit were put aside by the false doctrines 
about penances and purgatory. I once thought to serve 
God like a slave, so much work did I go through, for fear 
f f his anger. Now, seeing his great love to me. and the 
wonderful salvation he offers to me by the means of so 
great a sacrifice — that of his own Son once offered on 
the cross, whereby 'he hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified,' my chief desire is to serve him like 
a son, willingly, out of humble affection and heartfelt 
gratitude. 

"John Kennedy." 



REPLY TO MR. AYLMER'S LETTER ON READ- 
ING THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 
(Continued from page "!•) 
( 7 ) Mr. Aylmer joins issue with us on the scriptural 
proof that the priests were to be regarded as "the 
judges authorized by God to expound his law, and 
their exposition to be considered bindinc." He quotes 
Ezek. xliv. 24, which clearly refers only to temporal 
or criminal causes (in which the Jewish priests were 
judges), and not to controversies in religion. He quotes 
next Mai ii. 7 — " for the lips of the priest shall keep 
knowledge." Now, in the article he refers to, we have 
already quoted the next verse (8), in which God says to 
those very priests, " but you have departed out of the 
way, and caused many to stumble at the law." Mr. 
Aylmer takes no notice of this, but still claims verse 7 
as binding us to whatever the priests say ; so we now 
refer him to verse 9, in which God goes on to say — 
" Therefore have I also made you (the priests) con- 
temptible, and base before all people." Now granting, 
as we do, that the priest's lips should keep knowledge, 
and that the people should seek it at his mouth, yet 
when God says that when those priests went astray he 
himself made them to be despised by the people, is that 
a proof that God intended that the people should take 
as binding whatever the priest Baid, whether right or 
wrong ? 

How comes it that they who profess to have an in- 
fallible interpreter of Scripture, do always misapply 
Scripture, and wrest it so strangely, while they who are 
fallible are thus able to correct them ? We shall explain 
this another time. 

Mr. Aylmer also refers to John xv. 27 — a text ex- 
pressly limited to the testimony of those who had been 
with Christ from the beginning — i.e., his twelve Apos- 
tles. How does this apply to priests now? 

He quotes al30 Acts viii. 2f>. This was the case 
of a man reading for himself with the Bible in his bands, 
and confessing that he found it very hard to understand 
without some one to guide him. A minister of the 
Gospel (not a " priest," for he was only a deacon) was 
sent to him, not to take the book away from him, 
because he could not understand it, but to help and 
instruct him in reading. Is this most like the practice 
of the Roman Catholic priests, or of the clergy of the 
Church of England and Ireland now? 

( 8 ) Mr. Aylmer next calls the Scripture "a dead 
letter," unable to speak for itself. We confess we do not 
understand this, nor can we perceive what there is to 
prevent any man who has eyes, and knows how to read, 
from obtaining, by perusal of tlie " letter," a knowledge 
of the " spirit and meaning." On his next point we 



think we may come to an agreement. We agree witb 
him that, as in civil affairs, there are not only law* ou* 
also judges, whose business it is to explain those laws, 
so God has provided us not only with a written Woid, 
but also with a distinct order of men, whose business i» 
is to explain tluit Word. Only we do not believe tbtf 
every priest is infallible, and we suppose neither d.ee» 
Mr. Aylmer. The rule of faith is the written Word 
and not the priest's teaehing (for the written Word w 
the rule bv which the correctness of the priest's teaching 
is tested)," just as, in civil matters, the rule is the law of 
the hind and not the decision of any judge. Hie deci- 
sion of an able judge on a doubtful point is regarded as 
an authority, but is not absolutely binding on his 
brethren ; and if a judge decide plainly contrary to the 
law, other judges would regard his ruling without any 
respect at all. , . . 

( 9 ) Mr. Aylmer asks— " If we were to be exercising 
private judgment, where would be the end of litigation 
and dispute'?" We acknowledge that, when fallible men 
exercise private judgment, there must be risk ot error, 
and consequently room for dispute ; and we might have 
fancied that God would have made a world into which 
it should be impossible for error to enter. But we know 
that he has not done so. We must exercise our private 
judgment, if on no other question at least on this. 
whether we will use our private judgment on otner 
questions or not. Mr. Aylmer, in the exercise of bis 
private judgment, has arrived at the conclusion that the 
Church of Rome is infallible, and that he must submit 
his judgment to her in all religious matters: but in so 
judging we are convinced he has not escaped error ; ana 
this very discussion makes it clear that be has cer- 
tainly not escaped litigation and dispute. WliyVjoo 
should have left his creatures liable to error is a dim- 
culty which we shall undertake to explain when Mr. 
Avlmer has accounted fur the existence of sin in tne 
world, and has given a satisfactory explanation wny 
earth is not heaven. At any rate we must not ret use to 
emplovthe faculties which God has given us, in two 
hope o'f avoiding some inconveniences with whicli tne 
use of them is attended. To give up private judgment, 
in the hope of avoiding litigation and dispute, is tne 
same as if a man should cure his corns by cutting on 

(in^Mr. Alymer next says—" Our Blessed Lord never 
wrote or commanded his disciples to write anytbiug. 
This assertion he has unwarily copied from Dr. Milner 
(Eud of Controversy, letter 8) ; but that it is not true, 
may immediately be seen by referring to Apocalypse or 
Revelations, chap. 1, and verses 11, 19. But even sup- 
posing that we had not been able to show tliat Jesus 
Christ had commanded his Apostles to write anything, 
what then ? Will Mr. Aylmer venture to say that the 
Apostles wrote the Scriptures by accident or out of 
their own heads ? He knows that his Church bolds, 
that the writers of that Sacred Volume were moved by 
the Holy Ghost. And as he certainly holds the doctrine 
of the Trinity, he must believe that what they wrote, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was written in 
obedience to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is really the question on which the whole 
controversy turns; for if the Apostles wrote the 
Scriptures according to the promptings of their human 
wills, then it would be very credible that some of the 
Christian doctrines might be contained in their writings, 
and others in the writings of uninspired men. But if we 
believe that the Holy Spirit directed the formation of the 
canon of Scripture, then the only account we can 
give of the reason why the Scriptures were given is, that 
they were intended to preserve, free from the insecurity 
of oral tradition, in a permanent form, all the essential 
doctrines of the Gospel. And it is difficult to believe 
that this work was left imperfect, and that there are 
any doctrines which God did not see fit to embody in bis 
word and yet which it is necessary for us to believe. It was 
to escape this plain inference that Dr. Milner was led to 
assert that Jesus Christ never commanded his Apostles 
to write anything ; and to insinuate (lor he dared not to 
express it) that the Apostolic writings are a mere 
fortuitous collection of humanly suggested compo- 
sitions. 

(") Mr. Aylmer quotes Heb. i. 2 — "God hath 
spoken (not written) to us by his Son." The verse be- 
fore is, " God who . . spoke in times past to the 
fathers by the prophets." Did not this apply to die 
writing of the prophets as well as their spoken words? 
So St. Peter (1 Ep. iii. 10) says of Paul's episilae, 
"speaking in them of there things." Would Mr. A. 
infer from that that St. Paul delivered his epistles by 
word of mouth, and did not write them ? 

(") Mr. Aylmer says, Christ " did not say, He that 
readeth or heareth the Scriptures," &e. AVe refer to 
Apocalypse, chsp. i. v. 3, where Christ did say of that 
book, confessedly the most difficult in the Bible, 
" Blessed i» he that readeth and heareth the words of 
this prophecy." 

( 13 ) Jlr. Aylmer's.quotation from St. Jerome, having 
no reference given, is not admissible. 

('*) We come now to the texts, 2 Thes. ii. 16, 
2 Thes. iii. 6, Rom. vi. 17, 2 Tim. i. 13. It is neces- 
sary to remark, that the vwd tradition is ambiguous. 
It is used both to express " ductrina trmdita." and also 



